CARING FOR YOUR KITTEN

HAZARDS IN THE HOME

Cats are amongst the most inquisitive of animals. Hazards in the home are plentiful and you need to be aware of just how your kitten may get into trouble because they will investigate everything with which they come into contact. Below are the hazards that your kitten will meet:

*
Hot ovens, boiling liquids and fires.

*
Electrical leads which they could chew.

*
Toilet lids left up. Kittens have drowned in toilets.

*
Hearths and open fireplaces. Kittens have been known to climb up chimneys.

*
Any loose string or cords that a kitten could become entangled with which might lead to strangulation.

*
Reels of cotton and pieces of thread. If swallowed this can become life-threatening and may need an operation to remove the offending thread from the intestine.
*
Needles, rubber bands, plastic film, polythene bags, packing materials of all kinds, cigarettes and cellophane can all be dangerous if eaten.
*
Toys with attachments that could come away and may choke a kitten.

*
Electrical machines they might climb into including microwaves, washing machines, dryers, ovens, dishwashers and refrigerators.

*
High balconies and window ledges.

*
Toxic household chemicals such as household cleaners (see list below).

CHEMICALS FOUND IN THE HOUSE OR GARDEN THAT ARE POISONOUS TO CATS

Acids

Alcohol

Anti-Freeze

Arsenic

Aspirin

Barbiturates

Sedatives

Carbon Monoxide

Chlorine (Bleach)

Paraffin

Lead

Slug & Snail Bait

Paracetamol

Phenol (beware of any disinfectant that goes cloudy in water)

Phenol (used for spraying fruit trees)

Strychnine (Rat Poison)

Thallium (Rat & Ant Poison)

Turpentine

Warfarin (Rat Poison)

TREES AND PLANTS THAT ARE POISONOUS TO CATS
*
Indicates those commonly found in the house:

*
Amaryllis

Cherry Tree

*
Common or Cherry Laurel (Prunus Laurocherasus) Daffodil

Delphinium

*
Dumb canes (Dieffenbachia)

Elderberry

*
Elephants ears (Caladium)

*
False Jerusalem Cherry (Solanum Capicastrum)

Foxglove

Iris

Lily of the Valley

Mistletoe

Oak Tree

*
Oleander

Peach Tree

Philodendron

*
Poinsettia (Euphorbia Pulcherrima)

Rhododendrons and Azaleas

Rhubarb

Spinach

*
True Ivies (Hedera)

Cats will avoid most of the poisonous substances and plants listed above BUT signs of poisoning include:

*
Acute abdominal pain

*
Violent vomiting

*
Diarrhoea

*
Drooling

*
Mouth irritation

*
Seizure

*
Coma

If poisoning is suspected, take your cat to the vet immediately with a sample of the suspected poison.

